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MEMORANDUM
TO: South Dakota Volunteer Fire Departments
FROM: Paul Merriman, Fire Marshal

SD Fire Marshal’s Office, Department of Public Safety

Jay Wickham, Director
SD Wildland Fire, Department of Public Safety

DATE: April 17, 2023
SUBJECT:  Discontinuation of Paper/Electronic Post Cards for Wildland Fire Reporting

Effective May 1, 2023, the use of paper and electronic wildland post cards (see example below) for
reporting wildland fires to the State Fire Marshal’s office will be discontinued. Volunteer fire
departments are encouraged to report wildland fires utilizing the South Dakota Fire Reporting System
website. This form can be found at: https://dps.sd.gov/emergency-services/state-fire-marshal/fire-
reporting. This change does not affect those volunteer fire departments currently using third party
reporting software to report their wildland fires.

Why the change? The paper/electronic wildland post cards do not collect all the required information
needed for state and national reporting via the National Fire incident Reporting System (NFIRS). This
change prevents duplication of efforts and ensures all departments are included in wildland fire
statistics.

If you have questions or concerns, please contact Megan Jaros, SD Wildland Fire at 605.399.3160 or
Doug Hinkle, SD Fire Marshal’s Office at 605.773.3417.
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